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Connecting People to
the Great Outdoors: A
High-Stakes Challenge
for the Recreation
Community




» Keeping our outdoor legacy relevant to a
population that is more urban and less
exposed to the Great Outdoors

» Inviting all Americans to have fun
outdoors - and then working seamlessly
as partners to make these initial visits
fun

» Leisure spending in America is healthy
and growing - $650 billion is being spent
by individuals and families on outdoor
recreation annually



»We can’t be lulled into
complacency by the
apparent health of the
outdoor recreation
community in 2014



» Overwhelmed by 5,000+ promotional
messages each day — and not many
about the Great Outdoors

» Urban, diverse generation raised with
markedly less firsthand exposure to the
Great Outdoors — resulting from changed
households, new leisure choices, second
homes and cruises and Disney and in-
home leisure



» Markers are everywhere: surge in obesity.
Sharp declines in park visits when you control
for population growth

» A generation that has a thin connection to the
outdoors. Love its beauty. Want it protected
... by government. But don’t necessarily feel it
is worth the time and cost to travel to these
places. Wall-sized 4K television with theater
sound bring the Grand Canyon and wildlife,
even the thrill of a canoe or raft trip, to them
on their schedules.



» Culturally-correct communications. Not
just about the language we use. Got
Milk?.

» Campsite restrictions on large families.
Picnic tables that are chained in place.

The “law enforcement look” of many of
our visitor services personnel

» Education and interpretation delivered
215t Century-style, via smartphones



GREAT \

OUTDOORS
MONTH 2014




A GREAT SUCCESS!! 7%

PROCLAMATIONS © NATIONAL TRAILS DAY
KIDS TO PARKS DAY © NATIONAL FISHING AND
BOATING WEEK © NATIONAL MARINA DAY
NATIONAL GET OUTDOORS DAY © PARTNERS
OUTDOORS 2014 © GOVERNORS’ PSAs
CAPITAL CAMPOUTS © GREAT AMERICAN
BACKYARD CAMPOUT © SHELDON COLEMAN
GREAT OUTDOORS AWARD © BEACON
AWARDS © LEGEND AWARDS © GREAT
OUTDOORS MONTH DAY OF SERVICE © GOM
WEBSITE © MOSAIC © RTP AWARDS




Groal Outdoors Month, 2014

Gly the President of e United States of America

A Proclamiiien

On windswept ceasifines, in lush forasts, and atop sisiking mousniain peaks,
_Amoricans nkn in sights thet hove {nspired tioas, Cur natursl lond-
scapis pravide refugo for thoss seaking solinda. Theay attrant toueam, crso
Jobs, and lonoe our histocy wnd cultaml heritege. They afe family camp-
rounds, mreans for rocreatics, end beckdrops for countloss advanturas. Dur-
dmg Censl Ouidoars Mosih, wi coelobeain the ruggmd beawty thol schess
b imbspandanen st the of the American spirit, =nd we rededicats
wgursslves io protecting thess opan speces for iomocrow's explocnn, mthlates,
and lowers of natura,

Amarka’s consarvelion legecy Bn moted not onfy in Bt Forward-thinking
landers ke Presidonts Thames Julfenson, Abrshom Lincoin, ond Theodaro
Foosevell—hbut also in oil the Amaricans who did their part to safaguard
& small sico of the lend they lovn. 1§ falls o sach of ua o sdvancn their
|l3l-l'-i‘ Im aiy thma, That is ﬂlg' 1 hive purmanandly peotected mars thas
3 million acres of public land—incfuding 11 new Matioml Maonoments

thiro the Antiq Act aned now wildarnass areas (n mlse
States acrosa ibn eceniry—and desiganied mare than s ibousend miles of
wild and seanis rivis, Inomy (il leem, Twine proud to lounch te Amenim®s
Graal Cutdoers nitistive, which increases nocess to public lands and empaw-
«=rs Americens to bettar care for tho parks, wabirweys, and natiral imasnss
In thale cwrs comemunbtkes,

My Admizisiration remaine committsd 1o devoloping the noxt geremtiog
of enviroanenil sbowards. We crosted tho 215t Contury Conservation Sarvica
Corpa, which provides quality jobs, carmor pathways, ind sarvien oppostusi-
thes fon youmg pospls and valerans, We ans working to bring pehlio hoda
Inta ihn clessroom and i extend eductionnl opportunmities to millozs of
childron. And through First Ledy Michelts Chama's Lol Move Ouralcle!
Initistive, we are socoumgiog Ehl{dl!! b0 gt active whils geibng oo know
the great outdoors.

This month. as we anjoy tho natural splendor of our Matlen, §el = ey
trup io o mniquely American Idna—thol cach al ws bas an equal steks
in ke lind around us, and an equal MFHIIHHI}.‘ W protest it Together,
Lot 125 emsnro oar childmn and dehiildren will be able io look upea
"L:Err.w:nd. with the anme senss of wander oz il the generstians thot camo

ROW, THEREFORE, 1, DARACK DBEAMA, Presidont of the Usibed Sigkes
of Americs, by vietus of the suthesity vastad in mw by the Constitotion
andd the baws of dhe Urited States, do beseby laim fune 2004 a5 Grest
DOutdoors Manth. [ urge sll Americans to ﬂ: tho greal outdoces and

L upbald mar Natlan's logacy of consaruing nur Innds snd walste.
I WITNESS WHEREDF. T bve harounto tel my hand this thizticth duy

of May, In the yesr of oar Lord two thousand fourtien, and of the Indepa
wnea of the United Statos of Amesca the two hundred and thiny-eighth,
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PROCLAMATION

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME ~ GREETINGS:

‘WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Arkansas, aptly named “The Natural State”, is a spec
with an abundance of diverse flora and fauna and a rer
landscape and geography. The people of Arkansas have
appreciation and antachment to the beauty of our Great (

Biking, swimming, hiking, climbing, paddling, fist
boating are some of the enjovable oppertunities availe
the physical- and mental-health benefits of active outdo

Arkansans show their appreciation of the state’s Great
commitment to the conservation and protection of our
wildlife, and our lands, through the support of various
fees and through the partnership that exists among fede
agencies, and the recreation and tourism industries het
outdoor activities via the Recreational Trails Program
‘Water Conservation Fund; and

From the heights of magnificent Mount Magazine t
splendor of Blanchard Caverns, people from all over 1l
to Arkansas’s great Outdoors. History buffs seek o e
Civil War bantlefields of Northwest Arkansas: and

Great Qutdeors Month includes diverse events designe
us, especially children and youth, to epen-air adventure
in National Trails Day, National Fishing and Boating
the Warer on National Marina Day, National Get Outc
Great American Outdoor Campout;

NOW, THEREFORE. I, MIKE BEEBE, Governor of the State of Arl

the authority vested in me by the laws of the State of #
proclaim June 2014, as

GREAT OUTDOORS MONTH
across the State of Arkansas. and | encourage my

‘participatc in recreational activities and enjoy the £
beauty of our great outdoors.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand and cavsi

the State of Arkansas to be affixed this 1™ day of May
Lotd 2014.

MIKEBEEBE, GOVERNOR

k. Pantin

MARK MARTIN, SECRETAR®

STATE OF TEXAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

From the canyons of the Panhandle to the wide-sweeping plains, the
Gulf Coast to the rugged Hill Country, and the searing hot Rio Grande
‘Valley to lush forests of East Texas, the Lone Star State has been blessed
with glorious natural beauty.

Outdoor enthusiasts from across the couniry and around the world
travel to Texas to enjoy our narural treasures and to participate in a wide
range of outdoor activities — boating, hunting, cycling, fishing, camping,
hiking, rock climbing and wildlife watching, to name just a few. These

activities encourage active lifestyles and environmental conservation.

Each year, the month of June is dedicated to promoting awereness of
the great outdoors. We must take time to recognize and appreciate the
majestic landscapes of the Lone Star State and teach young Texans all the
benefits of spending time in nature,

At this time, [ encourage everyone to explore Texas’ great outdoors

and to help preserve it for future generations.

Therefore, 1, Rick Perry, Governor of Texas, do hereby proclaim June
2014 to be

Great Outdoors Month

in Texas, and urge the appropriate
recognition whereof.

In official recognition whereof,

I hereby affix my signatore this the
1% day of May, 2014,

£

of Texas

PROCLAMATIONS BY THE PRESIDENT
AND ALL 50 GOVERNORS

See all proclamations here



AND THE GOVERNORS  7»?
DID MORE THAN ISSUE
PROCLAMATIONS!

P Five events involving youth camp-outs,
including four Capital Campouts

» Two Great Outdoors Month PSAs

> Special campaigns by state tourism
agencies

» Meetings and events and special
messages




GOVERNORS TAP STATE PARKS AND
TOURISM AGENCIES TO DELIVER
INVITATIONS )



A > Arkansas,

. = Kansas’ GEOrgia'
Colorado and
Washington
State

“» Bipartisan
& support

52 |» Partner-based

Ao -
FIVE GOVERNORS REACH OUT TO URBAN)
KIDS — CAPITAL CAMPOUTS AND MORE




Vo » LAUNCH OF THE
QESF K IDS TO PARKS DAY COLEMAN/WALMART

EFFORTS AT STORES,
» 1,000 park events SPECIAL EVENTS
and 447,065 r—
participants ; —]

» 405 cities and towns

» 28 governors signed
proclamations




» 2,113 events in all 50

states, Washington,
DC & Puerto Rico

» 145,000 participants,
ages 1 to 100!

» 439 trail projects;
21,807 volunteers;
1,360 miles trail
maintained

» Over 436,000 miles

ol A hiked, biked, paddled
S or horseback

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY® )

AMERICAN HIKING SOCIETY

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY’
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»
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»
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A EncAncHATE! | PO
PESCA Y NAVEGA

Descubre lo facil y divertido que puede ser
paratu familia

»

Coordinated nationally by
Take Me Fishing

Involves state fishing and
boating agencies

Free fishing days in most
states

Hundreds of kids’ fishing
events

Community events and
on-line links to great
places to go

Conservation message

Outreach to Hispanic
community

New research, resources



» Nearly 200 GO Day
events

» Signature events in
Atlanta, Denver, St.
Louis, Dearborn,
Vancouver,
Minneapolis and
Olympia

» Partners from the
recreation, health,
tourism and youth
services arenas

» New National Sponsor:
OFF!®

For photos and a
report on GO Day,
see

www.nationalgetoutdoorsday.org

NATIONAL GET OUTDOORS DAY




Leveraging the message of a
major corporate partner ...



»

»

»

»

»

THREE KEY TOPICS:

Funding recreation in
the Great Outdoors

Hosting all Americans in
their Great Outdoors

Working better as
partners in the Great
Outdoors

Livestreamed and
available at:
www.funoutdoors.com/
node/view/3152

PARTNERS OUTDOORS 2014 >



» Congressman Sam Farr
awarded the 2014
Sheldon Coleman Great
Outdoors Award for
byways, tourism and
parks efforts

Beacon Awards
highlight recreation
enhancements through
technology

Six federal managers
honored with Legends
awards

COLEMAN, BEACON AND )
LEGENDS AWARDS




» June was a chance to \ \
» Recreational Trails

highlight progress on the A A Y
215t Century CSC
on federal lands across

» H.O.P.E. team in the nation -- $85 M/year
Shenandoah rescues » More than 20,000

historic stable \
examples in database
» Delaware North commits

to $3+ M in H.O.P.E
efforts by 2016

» QGreat bipartisan
Congressional support

First HOPE Crew Project completed:
Shenandoah National Park

The historic stables at
Shenandoah National Park, a contributing structure to the
Skyland Drive National Historic Landmark.

H.O.P.E. AND RTP
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BACKYARD CAMPOUT

»

»

»

»

»

200,000 campers at
12,000 locations — all
50 states

Discovery Bay, CA, had
2,000 campers!

Home, school, church
and park campsites

NWF online reach -
495 million!

Twitter and other
social media network
of 900,000

GREATAMERICAN BACKYARD

CAMPOUT

)
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2. Share a phote o vk from a Get Outdoars day event with the #getoutdonrs hashitag i the comments
3. That's it You're entered!

Tag your photos on Yonder with #GETOUTDOORS to enter!
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9:00am - 4:00pm
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June is Great Outdoors Month: Get outside with New  resuovsos
DNR Mobile App

® JOIN NWF ON:

Nis=uw@

A FOCUS ON CROSS-PROMOTION



» 13t annual National
Marina Day

» Invitation to all to use
marinas as the
gateway to public
waters

» Organized by
Association of Marina
Industries

» 160 events including
free boat rides in 33
states, U.S. Virgin
Islands and Canada

NATIONAL MARINA DAY >




Organized by The Corps
Network

More than 100 volunteers
and conservation corps
members

VIP guests from USDA,
CNCS, USDOI and more

Projects on the National
Mall and at Fort Dupont

Video recap available at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsPDIV

Gyky4

Support from Guest
Services, Inc. and Historic
Tours of America

GREAT OUTDOORS DAY

OF SERVICE
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AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

EXPAND CROSS-
PROMOTION VIA SOCIAL
MEDIA

BOOST CORPORATE
SUPPORT

PRESIDENTIAL
PROCLAMATION EVENT

ROLE FOR MEMBERS OF
CONGRESS

EXPAND FICOR AND
CABINET ROLES

FOUNDATIONS’ ROLE

»

»

»

»

AT THE STATE LEVEL:

EXPAND ROLE OF
GOVERNORS,
INCLUDING
CAMPOUTS, PSAs AND
TOWN HALLS

ADD NASPD AND STATE
TOURISM LEADERS TO
LEADERSHIP ROLES

GET SCOUTS AND
OTHER YOUTH GROUPS
ACTIVELY INVOLVED

A FOCUS ON 2015



» Contact:

American Recreation Coalition
1200 G Street, NW #650
Washington, DC 20005
202-682-9530

www.greatoutdoorsmonth.org




